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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Heritage Assessment Report has been commissioned to support an Environmental Impact 

Statement and development application in association with a proposed development at Lot 31 

DP 634213 and part of Lots1 and 2 DP 1167699, Lake George in the Queanbeyan-Palerang 

Local Government Area. This Heritage Assessment Report details the consultation process with 

the Aboriginal community relevant to the proposal and supports the AHIP application required 

for the proposed development works.  

The proposed development works consist of the Bungendore Sands Extension Project. The 

proposed archaeological works consist of two salvage excavations and the establishment of a 

Conservation Area to preserve the known Wood Duck Aboriginal Site. 
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1  INTRODUCTION  

1.1 SCOPE AND BACKGROUND 

Dr. Amy Way has been engaged by RW Corkery & Co. Pty Limited (RWC) on behalf of Grantham 

Park Holdings Pty Limited (the Applicant) to complete a Heritage Assessment Report, 

incorporating an Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment Report (ACHAR) for the extension of 

existing Bungendore Sands Quarry (the Proposal), located at 589 Tarago Road, Lake George 

(the Study Area). The Study Area is located within the Queanbeyan Palerang Local Government 

Area (LGA) (see Figure 1). 

The objective of the ACHAR is to inform NSW Department of Planning, Industry and 

Environment and other relevant stakeholders of the nature of the works associated with the 

Proposal and its potential impacts on items of Aboriginal cultural heritage significance. This 

report forms the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Assessment component of the Environmental 

Impact Statement compiled to support the development application. This report describes the 

recommended mitigation strategies including a proposed program of archaeological salvage and 

establishment of a Conservation Area. It describes the Study Area, documents the consultation 

process undertaken with Aboriginal stakeholders, describes the field surveys and details the 

cultural, historical, scientific and archaeological significance of the Study Area.  

The Proposal consists of an extension to the existing Bungendore Sands Quarry that is located 

on part of Lots 1 and 2 DP 1167699 and Lot 31, DP 634213. Tobiway Crushing Pty Limited 

(“Tobiway”), trading as Bungendore Sands, has been conducting a sand extraction and 

processing operation (the “Quarry”) on Lot 31 DP 634213 and part of Lot 1 DP 1167699 since 

November 2001, under approval DA52/74. The Applicant is seeking development consent from 

Queanbeyan – Palerang Regional Council (QPRC) to extend the sand extraction area on a 

section of Lot 1 DP1167699, in order to increase the recoverable sand resource and extend the 

operational life of the “the Quarry”. The material extracted under the Proposal would be 

processed using the existing infrastructure situated on Lot 31 DP634213.  

The Proposal would comprise the following (see Figure 2).  

• Ongoing extraction of sand and limited volumes of overburden and interburden 

(clay and silt) within the remainder of the Approved Extraction Area and a 77ha 

proposed Extraction Area, to a maximum depth of 10m, producing up to 400,000t 

of sand products per year for a period of 20 years. 

• Continued on-site screening, classifying and stockpiling of extracted material to 

produce a range of sand products using the existing Sand Classification Plant.  

• Continued transportation of sand products to the Operator’s customers using a 

combination of rigid vehicles and truck and dog combinations and existing Quarry 

Access Road and public transportation routes.  

• Continued management and settlement of fines and process water using the 

existing and proposed Fines Settling Cells and Process Water Ponds. 

• Establishment of ancillary infrastructure, including bunds and water management 

structures.  

• Construction and rehabilitation of a final landform that would be safe, stable, non-

polluting, and suitable for a future land use of nature conservation and agriculture.  
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Figure 2 Proposed Site Layout 
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The proposed archaeological works consist of two salvage excavations and the establishment 
of a Conservation Area around the known Aboriginal site ‘Wood Duck’. This report outlines the 
immediate actions to be taken to conserve this site as well as planned measures for the 
establishment of a Conservation Area in perpetuity. The ‘Bungendore Sands’ site is currently 
managed through a conservation deed held between Tobiway Crushing Pty Ltd and The Minister 
administering the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1974. The purpose of this Deed is to conserve 
the Aboriginal cultural heritage of the Bungendore Sands Conservation Area in perpetuity. It is 
recommended that the Wood Duck Conservation Area be secured in a manner similar to the 
Bungendore Sands Conservation Area. The proposed Conservation Area is detailed in 
Section 8.1. 

1.2 THE AHIP AREA AND STUDY AREA 

The AHIP Area and Study Area are shown in Figure 2.  

The AHIP Area consists of part Lot 1 DP 1167699. The AHIP Area comprises land to the south 
and west of the Approved Extraction Area (D52/74) in the Project Site Area. The Study Area 
consists of the Project Site Area.  

The nearest watercourse to the Quarry is Butmaroo Creek which runs along the north-eastern 
boundary of the Study Area and drains into Lake George. Lake George is located approximately 
1km from the north-western boundary of the Project Site. 

The land within the Study Area has undergone significant historical clearing to facilitate 
agricultural activities and is now predominantly pasture. There are some isolated stands of trees, 
and a row of planted trees adjacent to a narrow settling pond.  

Aboriginal artefacts are known to occur in the Study Area. Four archaeological sites have been 
excavated within the Study Area: Bungendore Sands (AHIMS 57-2-0121), Wood Duck 
(AHIMS 57-2-0791), GP1 (57-2-0587) and GP2 (57-2-0588). One of these, Wood Duck is within 
the AHIP Area. These sites are described in detail below.  

1.3 THE INVESTIGATOR 

The investigator, Dr. Amy Mosig Way, holds a PhD in the archaeology of Lake George. She has 
also worked as a consultant archaeologist in multiple regions in NSW, SA and WA on Aboriginal 
heritage sites and in 2017 and 2018 was employed as an archaeologist for the then Office of 
Environment and Heritage.  

2  LEGISLATIVE SETTING  

2.1 NATIONAL PARKS AND WILDLIFE ACT 1974 (NSW) 

The objects of the NPW Act include the conservation of objects, places or features of cultural 
value within the landscape. This includes places, objects and features of significance to 
Aboriginal people, places of social value to the people of New South Wales, and places of 
historic, architectural or scientific significance.  

Under the NPW Act, it is an offence to harm an Aboriginal object or place.  
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An Aboriginal object means any deposit, object or material evidence (not being a handicraft 

made for sale) relating to the Aboriginal habitation of the area that comprises New South Wales, 

being habitation before or concurrent with (or both) the occupation of that area by persons of 

non-Aboriginal extraction, and includes Aboriginal remains. An Aboriginal place means any 

place declared to be an Aboriginal place under section 84 of the NPW Act. An Aboriginal place 

may or may not contain physical Aboriginal objects. 

An AHIP can be issued by the Chief Executive of the Department under Part 6 of the National 

Parks and Wildlife Act 1974 (NPW Act) where harm to an Aboriginal object or Aboriginal Place 

cannot be avoided. An AHIP provides a defence if the harm was authorised by the AHIP and the 

conditions of that AHIP were not contravened. Section 90 of the NPW Act relates specifically to 

AHIPs. 

2.2 ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION AND BIODIVERSITY 

CONSERVATION ACT 1999 (COMMONWEALTH) 

Matters of National Environmental Significance listed under this Act include the National 

Heritage List and the Commonwealth Heritage List, both administered by the Commonwealth 

Department of the Environment and Energy. Ministerial approval is required under the EPBC 

Act for proposals involving significant impacts to National/Commonwealth heritage places. 

2.3 APPLICABILITY TO THE PROPOSAL 

The current project will be assessed under Part 4 of the EP&A Act.  Any Aboriginal sites within 

the Project Area are afforded legislative protection under the NPW Act.  

It is noted there are no Commonwealth or National heritage listed places within the Project Area, 

and as such, the heritage provisions of the EPBC Act do not apply. 

3  CONSULTATION PROCESS AND 

ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY 

PARTICIPATION  

Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation has followed the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation 

requirements for proponents 2010 (DECCW 2010). This requires four stages of consultation. 

Each stage is detailed below. 

3.1 STAGE 1: IDENTIFICATION OF ABORIGINAL COMMUNITY 

GROUPS AND INDIVIDUALS  

This stage involves notification of the Proposal and a request for contact details from interested 

Aboriginal stakeholders. During this stage enquiries via an advertisement in the Bungendore 

Weekly, letters to the Eurobodalla, Goulburn Mulwaree, Queanbeyan-Palerang, Shoalhaven 

and Yass Valley local councils, Local Aboriginal Land Councils, Office of Environment and 

Heritage, Queanbeyan, Native Title organisations and other bodies listed at 4.1.2 of the 
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Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010 were conducted. A 

copy of Notification letter 4.1.2 is provided in Annexure 1, a copy of Notification letter 4.1.3 at 

Annexure 2, and a copy of the Newspaper advertisement placed in the Bungendore Weekly at 

Annexure 3.  

Twelve Aboriginal Parties registered an interest in the Proposal. These groups are detailed in 

Table 1. The RAPs record and 4.1.3 notice were provided to OEH and the Onerwal Local 

Aboriginal Land Council on 13 December 2018. The Ngambri LALC were contacted in March 

2020 to register an interest after it was identified during the final review of the ACHAR that initial 

correspondence with them had not been received. Ngambri registered an interest via phone on 

18/3/2020. 

Table 1  

List of Registered Aboriginal Parties 

Registered Aboriginal Parties (RAPs) Registration Date 

Ngambri LALC March 2020 

Onerwal Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC) December 2018 

Didgengunawal (DNC) December 2018 

Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation December 2018 

Merrigarn Indigenous Corporation December 2018 

Janine Thompson December 2018 

Murra Bidgee Mullangari December 2018 

Bungarabung/Koomurri Ngunawal Aboriginal Corporation December 2018 

Thunderstone (Ngunawal) December 2018 

Buru Ngunawal (BNACC)  December 2018 

Muragadi December 2018 

Gooba December 2018 

 

Stage 1 Consultation Timeline (Opened 13 Nov 2018, closed 12 Dec 2018) 

• Stage 1 Notification letter 4.1.2 sent 13 November 2018 (see Annexure 1) 

• Stage 1 Notification letter 4.1.3 sent on 22 & 23 Nov 2018 (closing date 12 Dec 

2018) (see Annexure 2) 

• Newspaper advertisement placed in the Bungendore Weekly on 28 Nov (Closing 

date on 12 December 2018) (see Annexure 3). 

• Copy of RAPs record and 4.1.3 notice provided to OEH and Onerwal LALC via on 

13 December 2018. 

3.2 STAGES 2 AND 3: PRESENTATION AND GATHERING OF 

INFORMATION  

Stages 2 and 3 of the consultation requirements were combined. These stages require 

information about the Proposal to be presented to the RAPs and information about cultural 

significance to be gathered. During Stages 2 and 3 of the consultation processes, an information 

package was sent to the RAPs which outlined the proposed methodology and sought information 
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about places and objects of cultural value to Aboriginal people in the Lake George area. In 

addition, a site meeting was scheduled at Lake George on 18 December 2018 to discuss the 

Proposal and seek cultural information, however no RAPs were able to attend. The information 

package supplied to RAPs is attached at Annexure 4.  

Stages 2 and 3 Consultation Timeline (Opened 13 Dec 2018, closed 

28 January 2019) 

• Information package sent via email on 13 December 2018 

• On-site meeting scheduled for 18 December 2018 

• Three responses were received from: 

- Marilyn Carroll-Johnson (Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation) (13/12/18) 

- Glen Freeman (Koomurri Ngunnawal Aboriginal Corporation) (20/12/18) 

- Ryan Johnson (Murra Bidgee Mullangari) (23/12/18) 

A transcript of the responses is supplied in Annexure 6. In summary, these responses indicated: 

• Disappointment that sites are lost to development and endorsement for the 

establishment of a Conservation Area;  

• Support for the project; and 

• That the groups would like to be involved in the project, including salvage 

excavation. 

Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation also expressed an interest in attending the site meeting, 

however in the end were unable to send a representative and offered instead to send through 

any comments that should arise by email. No further comments have been received.  

Sustained Consultation: Project Update 15 July 2019 

The Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 2010 require 

consultation with Aboriginal people to be sustained throughout the heritage assessment process 

to ensure cultural perspectives, views and concerns are taken into account. In line with this 

requirement, a Project Update was provided on 15 July 2019 to the RAPs. One acknowledgment 

letter was received, which is provided in Annexure 5. No further comments were received in 

response to this update. The update can be found at: 

- Annexure 5: Project Update July 2019, sent via email on 15 July 2019 

- One acknowledgment received from: 

• Ryan Johnson (Murra Bidgee Mullangari) (23/7/19) 

Proposed site visit Feb 2020 

Another opportunity was created for the RAPs to visit the Project Site and conduct an additional 

project information session to ensure that all necessary information about the Proposal was 

provided and enable registered Aboriginal parties to provide information about the cultural 

significance of Aboriginal object(s) and/or place(s) that may be present within the Project Site.  
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However, this additional site visit didn’t proceed as only one party (Marilyn Carroll-Johnson, 

Corroboree) expressed an interest, and in the end preferred to discuss the project over the 

phone on 5/3/2020. These comments are documented below under Stage 4.  

3.3 STAGE 4: REVIEW OF ACHAR (OPENED 1 FEBRUARY 2020, 

CLOSED 6 MARCH 2020) 

Stage 4 involved the review of the draft cultural heritage assessment report by the RAPs. This 

allowed the registered Aboriginal parties to provide input into the ACHAR and confirm that they 

are satisfied that the consultation requirements have been met. An additional site visit was 

proposed in February 2020 as no RAPs were able to attend the December 2018 survey to ensure 

that sufficient opportunities were created to discuss the project, including project methodology 

on-site. However, this proposed second site visit didn’t proceed as the interested RAPs preferred 

to provide comment via email or phone instead.  

Stage 4 was achieved by emailing the draft cultural heritage assessment report to the Registered 

Aboriginal Parties and the Ngambri LALC on 1 February 2020, and requesting their input. 

Ngambri LALC subsequently registered their interest and made recommendations regarding the 

excavated artefacts (see Annexure 6: RAP responses Stage 4). A period of 35 days was initially 

provided for comment, however this was extended to 46 days.  

Consultation Timeline 

• 1 Feb 2020 - draft ACHAR sent to RAPs 

• 17 March 2020 - closing date for RAP submissions on draft ACHAR (46 days later). This 

closure date was extended from 6 to 17 March 2020 to allow the Ngambri LALC to 

register an interest after it was identified during the final review of the ACHAR that initial 

correspondence with them had not been received.  

• 7 March 2020 – RAP submissions incorporated and ACHAR finalised.  

o Four responses were received. 

▪ 3 Feb 2020: Marilyn Carroll-Johnson – would like to attend site visit, but 

unable to do so without compensation. I suggested I could visit them at 

Rouse Hill to discuss the project. I followed up on 28/2/20 with phone call 

and email, but Marilyn was away for work. Phoned again on 5/3/20 and 

spoke with Marilyn, who said that the project all seems OK – with the 

conservation its good on their end. They would like to see a 

recommendation that a proper secure fence goes up straight away, with 

photos taken by the archaeologist and sent to the RAPs.  

▪ 6 Feb 2020: Jesse Johnson – Murugadi, who endorsed the 

recommendations made in the ACHAR 

▪ 25 Feb 2020: Ryan Johnson, who endorsed the recommendations made 

in the ACHAR: 
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▪ 18/3/2020: Ngambri LALC registered an interest and recommended that 

instead of deposition in the Australian Museum, the artefact management 

be changed to requirement 26 of the Code of Practice to allow community 

input into the management of the artefacts. 

• March 2020 - submit AHIP application and ACHAR to BCD and provide copies of AHIP 

and ACHAR to RAPs and Onerwal and Ngambri LALCs. 

4  DESCRIPTION OF THE AREA  

4.1 INTRODUCTION 

Lake George is a large inland lake system located in the Southern Tablelands of NSW. The 

topography surrounding Lake George is undulating to hilly country, with rolling hills on the 

eastern side and a prominent fault scarp along the western shore. The Great Dividing Range 

lies approximately 10km to the east of the lake. 

Two of the most significant archaeological landforms around the Lake are relict shorelines and 

aeolian sand sheets (see Figure 3). The relict shorelines are features from past episodes of 

higher lake levels. These relict shorelines consist of elevated areas within large, flat sand and 

gravel deposits which make up part of the extensive Quaternary deposits found in the Lake 

George basin. Two relict shorelines traverse the Study Area. These are shown in Figure 3 along 

with the four Aboriginal sites excavated within the Study Area, and five sites excavated nearby 

by Way. 

4.2 GEOLOGY 

The geology of the area is shown in Figure 4. Geologically the Lake George basin is within the 

Central and Southern Highlands Fold Belt and contains a mixture of sedimentary, metamorphic 

and igneous rocks. In the south-eastern area of Lake George the dominant bedrock types are 

Ordovician sedimentary rocks, Silurian intrusive quartzite, Devonian granite, and Quaternary 

sediments. 

4.3 ENVIRONMENT AND VEGETATION 

Before European occupation the vegetation consisted of open forest and woodland with areas 

of grassland surrounding the creeks. Most of the aeolian and alluvial sand deposits beside the 

lake would have been covered by dense forest (Lance 2000). Figure 5 is a painting of the 

Butmaroo Creek area during the early 1800s.  

The Lake George basin is known for its long and detailed sedimentary record which represents 

millions of years of climate and vegetation changes. Several studies published in the 1970s and 

1980s (Coventry 1973; Coventry 1976; Coventry and Walker 1977; Singh and Geissler 1985; 

Singh et al. 1981) documented the changes in lake levels, precipitation, temperature and 

environment which have taken place during the Pleistocene and Holocene.  
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Figure 3 Strandlines and Aeolian Deposits 
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Figure 4 Local Geological Setting 
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Figure 5 Lance 2009 Fig 4: View from ‘Sand Hill’ sketched by Abraham Lincolne dating 

from the period 1838-44. This sketch shows Butmaroo Creek surrounded by forest. Source State 

Library of NSW. 

 

During the Pleistocene, around 25,000 years ago, when the lake was at its highest, temperatures 

were at least 3˚C lower than present. At the height of the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM), 18,000 

to 20,000 years ago the mean annual temperature had dropped by a further 3-6˚C, some 6-10˚C 

cooler than modern temperatures (Coventry and Walker 1977).  

Following the drier conditions of the Last Glacial Maximum and thinning/removal of the 

eucalyptus and casuarina dominated forests there was a period of climate stability, during which 

vegetative cover returned between 18,000 and 14,000 years ago. There was then another period 

of deforestation and increased aeolian deposition from 14,000 to 6,000 years ago. The forests 

were not well established again until approximately 5,500 years ago (Nott and Price 1991: 176).   

Lake levels have risen and fallen through time in response to climatic and environmental 

changes. The highest lake level occurred approximately 25,000 years ago, when the lake 

reached a peak of 37m above lake bottom (710m AHD) (Coventry 1976). The lake experienced 

another maximum level of approximately 30m above lake bottom (703m AHD) around 

7,000 years ago. Subsequently, lake levels have fluctuated within a downward trend (Figure 

6).The two strandlines within the Study Area were probably formed during the two most recent 

high-stands within the last 5,000 years.  
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Figure 6 Probable climatic fluctuations over the NSW southern highlands for the period 0 - 

40 000 BP 

5  ABORIGINAL CULTURAL HERITAGE 

CONTEXT  

5.1 LITERATURE REVIEW 

The Lake George area has been occupied for many thousands of years by Aboriginal people. 

Tindale's (1974) map (Figure 13) shows this area as lying within the Ngunawal group's area. 

Today, the Lake George area is important for many Aboriginal groups and people. Ethnographic 

reports from the time of first European contact describe the area as abundant in bird and animal 

life, with many camp fires seen on the hills around the lake. It is likely that the lake supported 

large groups of people at times, as the area has fresh water and abundant food resources 

(Cambage 1921:260). 

Current archaeological knowledge provides additional evidence for the widespread prehistoric 

use of the Lake George basin. The archaeology of the Lake George region includes several 

archaeological studies into the prehistoric occupation and land use patterns of the area, 

including a PhD thesis (Way 2018b), and many development-driven archaeological 

investigations by the consulting sector.   
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Close to 150 Aboriginal sites have been recorded within the Lake George basin, the vast majority 

of which are open sites. The exposure level of these surface sites is usually limited, although 

Koettig's (1981) survey recorded several larger, richer surface scatters including C-AB2 (see 

Figure 7), which was later excavated, and C-AB8 Geary’s Gap, which was reinvestigated by 

Kinhill Engineers (1993b). At C-AB8 Geary’s Gap two erosional features were observed with 

higher than average artefact densities of 20 artefacts /m2 and 18 artefacts /m2. At both sites, the 

majority of artefacts were chert and silcrete, approximately half of which had been retouched. 

This is unusual in the Lake George basin, where most surface artefact scatters are dominated 

by unretouched quartz flakes.  

Packard (1986a), in his review of archaeological sites in sand deposits, notes that most sites lie 

on elevated, flat to gently sloping features close to permanent water  (1986a). Packard also 

notes that aspect and protection from prevailing winds informed site selection. Very few artefacts 

have been found in flood prone areas, such as the Turallo Creek floodplains 

(Saunders 2007a, 2007b), waterlogged/low lying areas adjacent to creeks (CHMA 2008) and 

rocky slopes far from permanent water (Paton 1998).  

One rare site type consisting of a dolerite axe quarry was recorded on the Willaroo property, 

which lies on the eastern side of Lake George, to the north of the Study Area. This was recorded 

by Isabel McBryde. However, it's exact location has not been verified (McBryde and 

Watchman 1989).  

The sites around Lake George which have been excavated and reported are tabulated in Table 2 

below. Three additional Lake Bathurst sites, which lie outside the Lake George basin have been 

included for comparative purposes. Table 2 also includes the maximum artefact densities found 

at these sites as well as the results of radiocarbon dating or estimated dates for the sites. Most 

of these sites are thought to date to within the last 4,000 years. The oldest site, Butmaroo 1, has 

been dated to around 6,000 years.  

The proliferation of sites in the mid to late Holocene accords with wider regional data, which 

shows that while evidence of Pleistocene occupation exists in south eastern NSW (Boot 1993, 

1994; Flood 1973b; Huys and O'Sullivan 2013; Navin Officer 2003) at all sites in eastern NSW 

'the most dramatic increase in artefact accumulation rates occurred in the latter half of the 

Holocene, usually after 4000 B.P.' (Attenbrow 2004:174).  

The artefact densities vary both across sites and within each site, with all sites being 

characterised by a patchy density distribution. Areas of very high density are often termed 

'workshop areas', which are separated by areas of low density or sterility (Koettig 1982; 

Packard 1992:10).  

Four of the sites (BCJ, WCL, BCH and Bungendore Sands/Currandooley) have very high 

maximum densities, i.e. greater than 200 artefacts/m2. These high density sites are located on 

relict strandlines or aeolian sand deposits. BCJ, WCL and BCH are within 4km of the Study Area 

and Currandooley/Bungendore Sands is situated within the Study Area. Their location can be 

seen in Figure 3.  

The excavated assemblages are all dominated by unretouched quartz flakes, with varying 

percentages of silcrete, chert and other raw materials present. The average percentage of quartz 

in the assemblages is approximately 80%, with the range extending from 100% as seen at 

Buckingham Estate to 58% at Nardoo (for location of sites, see Figure 7).  
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Figure 7 Location of sites discussed in the text 

  



 DR AMY WAY HERITAGE ASSESSMENT REPORT 

 Grantham Park Holdings Pty Limited 
Bungendore Sands Extension Project 

 

Final ACHAR 

Report No. 995/02 

 Page 16 

 

Table 2  

Excavated ages and assemblages densities for reported sites near the Study Area 

Site Name Radiocarbon 

years B.P. 

Estimated Age Comments by 

Researcher 

Max. 

Assemblage 

density/m2 

Reference 

Bridge Creek 

Junction (BCJ) 

5090±30 5000 years Highly 

concentrated, 

discrete knapping 

events 

2332 (Way 2017, 2018a) 

Wright’s Creek 

Lagoon (WCL) 

4575±29 5000 years Many overlapping 

knapping events 

through the 

sequence 

1144 (Way 2017, 2018a) 

Bullock Camp 

Hill (BCH) 

5480±20 6000 years Density comes 

from intensity 

quartz reduction. 

Other raw materials 

lower densities. 

3538 (Way 2017, 2018a) 

Wood Duck 584±24 3000 years. 

Hearth dated in 

upper part of 

sequence. 

Smaller knapping 

events, many 

overlapping. 

81 Way; (Way 2018a) 

Butmaroo 1 Ca. 6000BP   100 (Packard 1986b:9) 

Rose Lagoon 1310± 110  Possible hearth 

feature at 16-25cm 

depth 

416 (ANU-5801) (Packard 

1988:12) 

Nardoo 760±110  9cm above backed 

blade 

8 (ANU -1060) (Flood 

1973a:3) 

Bungendore 

Sands 

(Currandooley) 

242 ± 38 

 

 Spit 6, 24-30cm 

below surface. 

Associated with 

possible hearth 

456 (Wk 16051) (Lance 

2009a:23) 

WE-1  Mid-late 

Holocene 

 244 (Kinhill Engineers 

1996) 

Windermere  less than 1,000 

years 

 132 (Baker and Feary 

1984) 

SE Site, Lake 

Bathurst 

 Holocene  326 (Baker et al. 1984:2; 

McBryde 1975) 

GIL1, Lake 

Bathurst 

 Less than 1,000 

years 

Site badly disturbed Very low (Baker et al. 1984) 

GIL2, Lake 

Bathurst 

  Site badly disturbed Very low (Baker et al. 1984) 

Turallo Creek  Unable to 

determine 

 18 (Stone 1988) 

East Lake 

George 1 

(ELG1) 

 less than 1,000 

years 

 na (Hughes et al. 1984) 

Bridge Creek 1  1,000 - 4,000  300 (Lance 1985) 

(Packard 1986a, 

1992:10). 

Buckingham  Less than 1,000 

years 

 90 (Kinhill Engineers 

1993a) 

C-AB2  Holocene Small Tool 

Tradition 

700 (Koettig 1982) 

C-AB1  Holocene Small Tool 

Tradition 

16 (Koettig 1982) 
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Review of archaeological sites within the Lake George basin suggests that large sites with 

densities greater than 200 artefacts/m2 will be found on well-drained elevated areas close to 

creeks, wetlands and lake shores. Relict strandlines, alluvial terraces and elevated aeolian sand 

deposits are the most likely landforms in which these sites will be found.  

Two strandlines exist within the Study Area and are known to contain Aboriginal objects. 

Additional Aboriginal objects are likely to be found on theses relict strandlines, with the highest 

densities predicted to occur nearest to Butmaroo Creek. These objects are most likely to date to 

within the last 4000 years. 

5.2 REGISTERED ABORIGINAL SITES 

 Regional Sites 

A search of the Office of Environment and Heritage Aboriginal Heritage Information Management 

System (AHIMS) web service shows that 104 Aboriginal sites are recorded in the south-eastern 

area of Lake George (see Figure 8). All of these sites consist of concentrations of stone 

artefacts. The vast majority of these sites have been documented in response to development 

applications. As such, they provide a map of where investigations have taken place, rather than 

a comprehensive map of all sites in the region. In addition, sites are usually only visible in areas 

of erosion, where the top layer of post-settlement alluvium has been removed by wind or water 

action. As such, there is potential for many more Aboriginal objects within the Lake George 

landscape.  

 Study Area Sites 

5.2.2.1 Introduction  

An AHIMS search of the Study Area on 6 December 2018 identified 4 sites within the Study Area 

(see Figure 8). These are listed in Error! Reference source not found.. 

Table 3 
  

AHIMS sites within the Study Area 

AHIMS Easting1  Northing1 

57-2-0791 – Wood Duck PAD 1 (recorded by Amy Way) 723000 6104200 

57-2-0121 – Bungendore Sands (recorded by Paul Packard, excavated by 

Allan Lance) 

723800 6103400 

57-2-0587 – Grantham Park 1 (Recorded by Robert Paton, CHMA) 724110 6102598 

57-2-0588 – Grantham Park 2 (Recorded by Robert Paton CHMA) 724088 6103059 

Note 1: GDA94, MGA zone 55 
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Figure 8 Local AHIMS Sites 
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5.2.2.2 Site 57-2-0791 – Wood Duck PAD 1 

This site was excavated by Way over two seasons (2015 and 2018) and consists of a 

concentration of sub-surface stone artefacts located on the Wood Duck strandline (shown in 

Figure 3). This strandline is separated by a low-lying flood prone area from the Bungendore 

Sands strandline approximately 1km to the east.  

Two open-air excavations (Pit 61 and M22) were conducted after a season of test-pitting. The 

three points of Site 57-2-0791 shown in Figure 3 consist of the central point of the test-pits and 

the two open-air excavations. The archaeological deposit was excavated by hand in 5cm spits 

and all material was screened through a 3mm sieve. The Pit 61 excavation measured 12.75m2. 

A total of 789 artefacts were recovered. The artefacts included an axe blank, two grinding stone 

fragments, 3 hammerstones and multiple backed artefacts. Excavation M22 measured 15.5m2 

and recovered 1,463 artefacts. This excavation uncovered a rich concertation of chert artefacts, 

including evidence for the on-site manufacture of backed artefacts.  

The stratigraphy of the sites was similar at both, sharing an upper layer of charcoal rich soil 

within the first 200 mm, thought to be caused by European burning and land clearing. The site 

mainly consisted of fine fluvial aeolian sand from 350 mm depth, which continued until a depth 

of 550 – 600 mm. At this depth, the sand became very compact, iron stained and clay like. The 

excavations reached a depth of 650 – 700 mm. 

5.2.2.3 Site 57-2-0121 – Bungendore Sands 

This site is located in Lot 31, DP 634213. The Bungendore Sands Conservation Area preserves 

part of this site (see Figure 3). The site was first excavated in 1992 by Paul Packard who dug 

11 mechanical test-pits. The location of Packard and Lance’s investigations are shown in 

Figure 9. Allan Lance then conducted an extensive investigation yielding more than 5,000 

artefacts, centred on Packard's densest pit  (Lance 2009a).  

The highest artefact densities were found on the slightly elevated sandy ground near Butmaroo 

Creek. The lowest densities were in the areas furthest from the creek where the sand body was 

shallowest (Packard 1992). All of the artefacts were found in the upper aeolian sand deposit to 

the depth of 100cm, although most of the artefacts came from 20-45cm below the surface. The 

artefact bearing sands overlay sandy clay and gravels originating from aeolian, lacustrine and 

riverine deposition. A small number of artefacts were found at the junction of the aeolian unit 

and the underlying clay unit. The lower clay unit was examined for artefacts, but none were found 

(Lance 2009a:23) 

Lance hand excavated two trenches (T1 and T2) in 50cm x 50cm squares in 5cm spits, which 

began at Packard’s densest pit, Test-pit 1. The end of Trench 2 was opened up to a 3 x 4m 

excavation (T2e) (Lance 2009a, 2009b). A third trench was later excavated mechanically to the 

northwest of trenches 1 and 2. This archaeological deposit was removed in bulk and wet sieved.  

There was a shortage of datable material (Lance 2009a:15) at the site, and only two dates were 

obtained. These came from the southern end of T2, where charcoal was found in Spit 2 (5-10cm 

below surface) and spit 6 (24-30cm). This charcoal dated to 126±32BP and 242±38BP  

respectively (Lance 2009a:23-24). The charcoal in spit 6 was associated with burnt heat 

retainers, which Lance suggests may signify that the charcoal originated in an Aboriginal hearth 

(Lance 2009a:24). 
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Figure 9 Location of Previously Mapped PADs 
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Over 5000 artefacts were found. Quartz was the dominant raw material, followed by silcrete 

(13.2% - 749 pieces). Other materials included FGS (fine grained stone) and quartzite. Fifty-four 

backed artefacts were found on a range of raw materials, but predominantly on silcrete. Several 

'workshops' were discernible from the clustering of artefacts made from the same raw material. 

Possible hearth stones were also discovered, as well as five grinding stones(Lance 2009a:53).  

In addition, Way excavated four pits at this site in 2015 to recover datable material. This was 

achieved, with an in-situ hearth located at a depth of 30-35cm. The charcoal was sent to Waikato 

(Wk# 45286) and returned a date of 378 +/- 15 BP. A full summary of this work can be found in 

(Way 2015).  

Table 4 
  

Summary of investigations at AHIMS Site 57-2-0121 Bungendore Sands 

Investigator No. of Pits Site Type Maximum Density of 

Artefacts /m2 

Packard 8 Stone artefacts 65 

Lance Open-air excavation 

(39m2) 

Stone artefacts and 

hearth material 

456 

Way (2015) 4 Stone artefacts and 

hearth material 

416 

 

5.2.2.4 Sites 57-2-0587  and 57-2-0588 – Grantham Park 1 and 

Grantham Park 2  

The area containing AHIMS sites 57-2-0587 and 57-2-0588 was investigated by CHMA in 2008. 

CHMA recoded two PADs, Grantham Park 1 and Grantham Park 2. PAD2 has been destroyed, 

but the creek-side margin of PAD 1 remains (see Figure 9). Both PADs consisted of slightly 

elevated areas on the Bungendore Sands Strandline. CHMA investigated the PADs as well as 

the low-lying areas around the PADs, recovering 95 artefacts from 6 of the 23 test pits. All the 

artefacts were located at GP1 (AHIMS 57-2-0587) (10 artefacts) or GP2 (AHIMS 57-2-0588 )(84 

artefacts), except for one artefact located on the banks of Butmaroo Creek (GP3). No artefacts 

were found in the low-lying flood prone areas.  

CHMA assessed AHIMS 57-2-0587as having low significance and AHIMS 57-2-0588 as having 

moderate significance (CHMA 2008:36). However Way (2017) has demonstrated that widely 

spaced test-pits, such as those used by CHMA which were spaced at 20-40m intervals. have a 

very low probability of detecting artefact concentrations in this landscape (<2%).  CHMA test-

pits therefore probably failed to detect c.98% of the artefactual material in the Study Area. As 

such, this significance assessment cannot be considered accurate. This is demonstrated by the 

quality of the assemblage recovered by Lance in the same sand body using a thorough method 

of investigation.  
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6  SURVEY RESULTS  

Survey was conducted in accordance with Requirements 9 and 10 of the Code of Code of 

Practice for Archaeological Investigation of Aboriginal Objects in NSW (OEH 2010).  

The Code specifies that the purpose of the archaeological survey (sometimes called a field 

survey) is to record all (or a representative sample of all) the material traces and evidence of 

Aboriginal land use that are: 

• visible at or on the ground surface, or 

• exposed in sections or visible as features (e.g. rock shelters, rock art, scar trees) 

and to identify those areas where it can be inferred that, although not visible, material traces or 

evidence of Aboriginal land use have a likelihood of being present under the ground surface 

(potential archaeological deposits). 

The site survey for the Proposal was undertaken in December 2018.  The purpose of the survey 

phase was to locate and map any additional PADs within the AHIP Area, identify prospective 

sites for salvage excavation and identify any surface artefacts. The RAPs were invited to attend 

the survey, however no RAPs attended, and the survey was completed by Amy Way.  

The survey area (shown in Error! Reference source not found.) consists of the area consulted 

on for archaeological salvage. The elevated areas and non-vegetated areas within the survey 

area were inspected on foot. In the elevated areas, ten metre transects were walked. The rest 

of the area was driven over to locate non-vegetated areas. Several non-vegetated areas were 

located, which predominantly consisted of tracks and small areas of disturbance. These were 

closely inspected on foot. The areas inspected on foot are shown in hatch in Error! Reference 

source not found..  

No artefacts were seen on the surface, which is considered normal in this landscape which has 

a deposition of up to 200mm of post-settlement sand. 

Two PADs were recorded during the survey (see Error! Reference source not found.). PAD 1: 

Wood Duck South consists of the south-eastern end of the Wood Duck site and is a continuation 

of the same strandline. This feature is not as pronounced as in the northern, Butmaroo Creek 

end of the strandline (see Figure 11). Salvage excavation in this area would provide a good 

comparative study for the Wood Duck site and explore occupational patterns further from the 

creek. 

The second PAD: Currandooley South (Figure 12) consists of an elevated area near the 

entrance to the existing quarry. This area is marked by the growth of several trees, which have 

survived past floods through their slightly elevated position. This area is approximately 1km 

south of the excavation conducted by Allan Lance. Excavation in this area could provide an 

excellent comparative assemblage for the Lance collection.  
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Figure 10 Surveyed Area and Proposed Excavation Sites 
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Figure 11 PAD 1 - Wood Duck strandline, looking south across the PAD 

 

Figure 12 PAD 2 - CUR South. Looking south-east across the PAD towards the remnant 

trees. The dust shows the location of the road. 
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The record and analysis of survey coverage are presented in Tables 5 and 6 below. Table 5 

documents the conditions present during the survey to assess the effectiveness of the survey, 

with an independent description of visibility and exposure described for each survey unit. This 

includes an estimate of the effectiveness of the survey. Table 6 provides a summary of the 

effectiveness of the survey within each landform. The effective coverage area is the percentage 

of bare ground in the survey unit, which in this landscape is principally produced by the removal 

of vegetation through cattle and vehicle movement. This should not be considered to provide 

visibility in this landscape which is covered in up to 200mm of post-settlement sand/soil which 

has been shown to obscure archaeological material even when the vegetation has been 

removed.   

Table 5 
  

Survey Coverage 

Survey Unit Landform Survey unit 
Visibility 

% 
Exposure 

% 

Effective 
coverage 

area 

Effective 
coverage 

% 

PAD 1: Wood 
Duck South 

Strandline 4 ha <1% 

 

0% 100m2 <1% 

PAD 2: 
Currandooley 
South 

Strandline 3 ha <1% 0% 50m2 <1% 

Low lying area Low lying 
area 
between 
strandlines 

0.2ha <1% 0% 50m2 <1% 

 

Table 6 
  

Landform summary – sampled areas 

Landform 

Landform 

area 

Area 

effectively 

surveyed 

% of landform 

effectively 

surveyed 

Number of 

sites 

Number of 

artefacts or 

features 

Strandlines 7 ha 100% <1% 0 0 

Low lying areas 45 ha 10% <1% 0 0 

 

6.1 CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUES AND STATEMENT OF 

SIGNIFICANCE 

The Lake George area is the traditional country of several Aboriginal groups (Figure 13).. This 

region holds high cultural significance for these groups who continue to have cultural 

connections to the Lake George region.  No known Aboriginal places have been registered within 

the Study Area or identified during the community consultation process. However, Aboriginal 

objects of cultural value are known to exist in the Wood Duck archaeological site and an 

assessment will be made regarding the likelihood that these values will be affected by the 

Proposal.  
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Figure 13 Excerpt from Tindale's 1974 map of tribal boundaries in Australia, showing Lake 

George within the Ngunawal boundary 

Aboriginal people have lived in the Lake George area for many thousands of years. Tindale's 

1974 map of the tribal boundaries of Australia shows Lake George within the Ngunawal group's 

boundaries, and the Ngunawal people today continue to identify with this area. Early European 

explorations into the Lake George in the early 1800s document the lake by its Aboriginal name 

of 'Wee-ree-waa'. Charles Throsby and his party in 1820 note numerous fires from 'the natives' 

on the hills around the lake. The lake was then full of water, and the explorers report seen 

abundant bird and animal life. The Aboriginal practice of burning was also noted 

(Cambage 1921:260).  

Lake George is important socially as a meeting place for Aboriginal people (Barrow 2012). Arnold 

Williams, of the Ngunnawal Land Council, is quoted in Barrows (2012:10) as saying that they'd 

like to claim the land around Lake George back 'as a sacred site. We don't know much about it 

but we know from the old people that it used to be a significant place'.  Personal stories about 

mission and reserve life for many Ngunnawal members can be found in Stories of the Ngunnawal 

(Brown 2007). 

During the consultation period it was confirmed that the cultural importance of Lake George area 

remains very high. At the site meeting conducted for Way’s PhD research on 12 Sep 2014, the 

RAPs present said that the whole of the Lake George basin and surrounding area is very 

important to them. They said that the sand bodies likely contain many artefacts, which are of 

high cultural significance to them, and the possibility of human burials. This significance was 

re-affirmed during Stages 2 and 3 of the consultation process conducted for this project. 
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6.2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND SCIENTIFIC SIGNIFICANCE  

Lake George is an archaeologically significant area. The extensive aeolian sand sheets and 

strandline deposits are some of the few landforms in the region which contain rich, dense and 

stratified archaeological deposits (Attenbrow 1984; Packard 1986a).   

Lake George is also a significant area for climate science. 'The site contains the longest relatively 

continuous Pleistocene and Holocene continental sequence of pollen, spore, algal and charcoal 

particles known in Australia. These fossils provide crucial information on vegetation changes 

(particularly plant migrations and extinctions) and climate changes during glacial-interglacial 

cycles. This information enables reconstruction of the Pleistocene-Holocene biogeographic, 

environmental and climate history of the wider region' (Australian Heritage Fossil Sites, in press).  

Tobiway Pty Ltd have been funding and assisting climate scientists and archaeologists on the 

ARC linkage project LP140100911 (2014-2017) to study the climatic evolution and human 

occupation history of Lake George. It is envisioned that the proposed sand extraction extension 

works will further facilitate the study of climate records by providing additional deep sections. 

 Sites Condition Report: Wood Duck (57-2-0791) 

The site within the AHIP boundary, Wood Duck, is in very good condition. The post-settlement 

layer of sand, which is approximately 20 cm deep has served to protect this site from 

contemporary activities such as clearing, ploughing and other pastoral activities. Across the 

Study Area the upper layer of the deposit is expected to consist of a continuation of this post-

European cap of sand. This serves to protect the Aboriginal archaeological sites. Modern farming 

practices rarely penetrate below the cap and so have had little effect on the integrity of the 

deposit.  

During the Wood Duck excavation, Way (2018a, 2018b) reported excellent preservation in terms 

of lateral positioning of artefacts. Lateral integrity was demonstrated through piece plotting and 

refitting (Way 2018a). However, some low levels of vertical disturbance, as evidenced by small 

European artefacts such as plastic, nails and glass within the top 15cm of the excavation, as 

well as the vertical dispersal of artefacts through the sand body over time were noted. In addition, 

bioturbation attributed to small animals, such as ants, white curl grubs, beetles and worms as 

well as rootlets was also noted (Way 2018b). This does not reduce the significance of the site; 

however, it does influence the resolution of the dating. This pattern of excellent lateral integrity 

combined with vertical artefact migration is expected to continue across the Study Area.  

The biggest natural threat to the condition of the site comes from burrowing animals, principally 

wombats and rabbits. In addition, there are small areas which have been eroded, primarily along 

tracks and where sand mining scrapes have occurred. As such, it is recommended that future 

excavations avoid areas where burrowing activity/erosional activities are present. Outside these 

isolated pockets of disturbance, the two strandlines within the Study Area are in good condition 

and hold a high probability of containing Aboriginal archaeological material.  

The two PADs identified during the survey phase of this assessment (see Error! Reference 

source not found.) are considered to be in very good condition with a very high probability of 

containing Aboriginal objects. It is expected that this material will retain good lateral integrity and 

poor vertical integrity as seen in the other Lake George sites.  
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7  HISTORIC HERITAGE  

Six European heritage sites have been recorded in the Lake George district (Plowman 2009). 

These are listed in Table 7 and Figure 14. In addition, the former Currandooley homestead, 

which is a stone ruin, lies on the southern side of Butmaroo Creek (725300E, 6102500N) at a 

distance of approximately 1km from the Study Area.   

All these sites are outside the Study Area and no archaeological investigations or development 

works are planned that would infringe on any of these historical sites.  

Table 7 
  

European Historical Sites in the Lake George district 

Historical site Address 

Historical 

significance 

Ashby 175 Tarago Road, Bungendore State 

Currandooley Currandooley Road, Bungendore State 

Turalla Bungendore State 

Winderadeen 5178 Federal Highway, Collector State 

Werriwa 660 Tarago Road, Bungendore Local 

Douglas 565 Lake Road, Bungendore Local 
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Figure 14 Historic Heritage Sites 
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8  MITIGATION MEASURES  

As the Proposal involves the removal of the sand and archaeological resource within the AHIP 

Area, three forms of mitigation are recommended:  

1. Establishment of a Conservation Area encompassing the known Aboriginal site 

“Wood Duck” and the northern end of the associated strandline,  

2. Conservation by record (salvage excavation) in the area where sand extraction is 

expected to occur. Two areas within the proposed extraction zone are proposed 

for archaeological salvage. 

3. Community collection of artefacts during sand stripping. 

8.1 CONSERVATION AREA 

The establishment of a Conservation Area encompassing the known Aboriginal site “Wood 

Duck” and the associated strandline (see Error! Reference source not found. for location of 

potential Conservation Area) will occur in two stages: 

Stage 1: Immediate fencing of the Conservation Area 

The perimeter of the Conservation Area, as indicated in Figure 10, should be fenced. 

The fence should be signposted to indicate that it is a Heritage Conservation Area and 

that ground disturbing activities should not occur within the Conservation Area. 

Normal non-invasive farming practices such as grazing, weed-spraying and seed casting 

can continue within the Conservation Area. 

Stage 2: Legal protection in perpetuity 

Ensure that the Wood Duck Conservation Area is protected in perpetuity through a 

suitable arrangement such as Deed or similar.  

8.2 SALVAGE  

The methodology for this mitigation measure is divided into three stages:  

1. survey (completed December 2018) 

2. salvage excavation (to be completed after the AHIP is issued), and  

3. RAP salvage of artefacts during sand stripping for development works (see Section 8.3).  

Due to the clustered distribution of Aboriginal objects in this landscape, it is recommended that 

the salvage excavation be staged to maximise the recovery of Aboriginal objects. 
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 Salvage Stage 1: Initiation  

The method for the salvage program consists of a staged approach designed to maximize the 

recovery of Aboriginal objects and features. Artefacts are not visible on the surface of this 

landscape due to post-depositional processes, however they are known to occur subsurface in 

a clustered distribution. Staging of the salvage program permits the salvage to be best positioned 

within each PAD.  Stage 1 consists of grids of up to 50 exploratory pits to identify the location of 

subsurface materials and thus best position the salvage within each PAD. These positioning pits, 

which are envisaged to be completed within two days, will cease to be dug when a suitable 

feature is found, thus triggering the shift to Stage 2 of the salvage program.  

Suitable features include: 

• Knapping floor debitage 

• Tool discard 

• Variety of raw materials 

• Artefacts at multiple depths 

• Grinding stone or axe fragments 

• Hearth material – this is considered the most significant feature 

The location of the exploratory pits will be determined by the archaeologist on site, but will only 

fall within the two identified PAD areas. In order to maximise their effectiveness, the exploratory 

pits will be positioned in a hexagonally offset grid at a spacing of 5m. They will measure 50cm x 

50cm and be dug with shovels and trowels in 5cm spits as this has been identified as the most 

effective of the various subsurface sampling strategies for 'seeing' beneath the surface (Burke 

et al. 2009:140). The sub-surface stratigraphic profile will then be inspected. The archaeological 

deposit will be sieved on site, using 3mm sieves.  

 Salvage stage 2: Expansion 

The second stage of the staged salvage program consists of an expansion of the salvage. During 

Stage 2, the two initiation pits identified in Stage 1 as containing the highest number of features, 

with in-situ hearth material forming the most significant feature will be expanded.  The aim of the 

Stage 2 expansion is to collect sufficient material to examine foraging strategies, as well as 

spatial and temporal changes in technologies. 

The proposed salvage excavation will employ current best practices in excavation (Burke 

et al. 2009). Excavation will consist of the digging of 50cmx50cm pits in 5cm spits using trowel 

and shovel. All material will be sieved through a 3mm screen, with the option to add a 1mm 

screen. The archaeological excavation director will determine the direction of the excavation, 

with the aim being to recover entire features as well as sterile areas between features. A 

minimum of 50m2 should be excavated at each PAD. 

Following the completion of the salvage: 

• A report will be submitted to BCD which summarises the results of the excavation 
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 Artefact Storage 

Long term management of certain Aboriginal objects will comply with ‘Requirement 26 – Stone 

artefact disposition and storage’ of the Code of Practice for Archaeological Investigation of 

Aboriginal Objects in New South Wales. 

Temporary Storage: The temporary storage location is as follows: 

Location Name: The University of Sydney or the Australian 
Museum 

Address:  The Archaeology Lab, The University of 
Sydney, Camperdown Campus, Sydney 
NSW 2006; 1 William St Sydney NSW 2010 

Storage particulars:  In a locked room. 

8.3 RAP ARTEFACT COLLECTION DURING SAND STRIPPING 

The proposed development works will initially involve the stripping of the vegetation. This has 

the potential to reveal sub-surface artefacts. The RAPs will be provided with the opportunity to 

attend the vegetation stripping and should they wish, to collect any Aboriginal objects which are 

found. Should objects be found, these will then be permanently housed with the LALC or added 

to the excavated assemblage for long term management.  

9  UNANTICIPATED FINDS PROTOCOL  

The following presents the unanticipated finds protocol to be implemented in the event that an 

object of suspected Aboriginal origin is observed during sand mining operations. This protocol 

targets large Aboriginal objects such as axe heads and grinding stones. Chipped stone artefacts 

are difficult to identify, particularly from the height of an excavator, and are not expected to be 

identified. Their destruction will be allowed for in the AHIP application. Human remains are 

covered separately in the Recommendations.  

Should a large Aboriginal object be uncovered during excavation operations: 

1. All ground surface disturbance in the area of the find(s) will cease immediately and the 

site supervisor will be informed. 

2. The following authorities or personnel will be immediately notified of the discovery: 

a) Relevant Aboriginal Community Representatives 

b) The archaeological director 

3. The following measures will be facilitated, in co-operation with the RAPs and/or 

archaeological director:  

a) The recording and assessment of the finds; 

b) The salvage of the object(s) and repatriation of the object(s) to the lake George 

archaeological collection or an alternative site identified as appropriate by the 

RAPs and archaeological director. 
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4. Re-commencement of ground disturbing works may only resume after the opportunity 

for in-situ observation and collection has been provided to the RAPs or archaeological 

director.  

Should a large or small Aboriginal object be identified out of context: 

1. Should any Aboriginal object (this includes all Aboriginal objects such as small stone 

artefacts as well as large finds) be identified post-excavation and outside the original 

context, the following authorities or personnel will be notified of the discovery: 

a) Relevant Aboriginal Community Representatives 

b) The archaeological director 

2. The following measures will be facilitated, in co-operation with the RAPs and/or 

archaeological director:  

a) The recording and assessment of the finds; 

b) The salvage of the object(s) and repatriation of the object(s) to the lake George 
archaeological collection or an alternative site identified as appropriate by the 
RAPs and archaeological director. 

10  SUMMARY OF PROPOSED ACTIVITIES  

10.1 DEVELOPMENT WORKS – SAND EXTRACTION 

The Proposal consists of an extension to the existing Bungendore Sands Quarry. The Applicant 

is seeking development consent from Queanbeyan – Palerang Regional Council (QPRC) to 

extend the sand extraction area on a section of Lot 1 DP1167699.  

10.2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORKS 

• Staged salvage excavation program in each in the two identified PADS 

Two salvage excavations will be conducted, one in each PAD. These will be 

conducted in a staged program to ensure the recovery of Aboriginal objects and 

the highest number of features, with in-situ hearth material forming the most 

significant feature, recovered and recorded. A minimum of 50m2 should be 

excavated at each PAD. 

• RAP collection of artefacts during sand stripping 

During initial vegetation clearance and sand-stripping for the commencement of 

quarrying activities, the RAPs will be provided with the opportunity to collect any 

artefacts which are exposed. These will become the property of, and be housed 

with the LALC or added to the excavated assemblage for long term management.  

10.3 ESTABLISHMENT OF A CONSERVATION AREA 

A Conservation Area encompassing the known Aboriginal site “Wood Duck” and the associated 

northern section of the strandline will be created. This will involve immediate fencing and 

signposting of the Conservation Area, followed by the creation of a legal framework to protect it  

in perpetuity.  
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10.4 CONSULTATION SUMMARY 

• Stage 1 Consultation Timeline, Nov 2018 

o Stage 1 Notification letter 4.1.2 sent 13 November 2018 (see Annexure 1) 

o Stage 1 Notification letter 4.1.3 sent on 22 & 23 Nov 2018 (closing date 12 Dec 

2018) (see Annexure 2) 

o Newspaper advertisement placed in the Bungendore Weekly on 28 Nov (Closing 

date on 12 December 2018) (see Annexure 3). 

o Copy of RAPs record and 4.1.3 notice provided to OEH and Onerwal LALC via 

on 13 December 2018. 

o Eleven Aboriginal Parties registered an interest in December 2018 (see Table 1) 

• Stages 2 and 3 Consultation Timeline, Dec 2018 

o Information package sent via email on 13 December 2018 

o On-site meeting and survey scheduled for 18 December 2018 

o Three responses were received from: 

- Marilyn Carroll-Johnson (Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation) 

(13/12/18) 

- Glen Freeman (Koomurri Ngunnawal Aboriginal Corporation) 

(20/12/18) 

- Ryan Johnson (Murra Bidgee Mullangari) (23/12/18) 

• Sustained Consultation Timeline, July 2019 

o Project Update July 2019, sent via email on 15 July 2019 (see Annexure 5) 

o One acknowledgment received from: 

- Ryan Johnson (Murra Bidgee Mullangari) (23/7/19) 

• Second site visit proposed, February 2020 

o Proposed second site visit in February 2020, date to be decided in consultation 

with RAPs. This site visit didn’t proceed as only one group Marilyn Carroll-

Johnson (Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation) expressed an interest but couldn’t 

attend without compensation. Instead we discussed the project over the phone - 

see Stage 4 Consultation notes.  

• Stage 4 Consultation Timeline 

o 1 Feb 2020 - send draft ACHAR to RAPs 

o Four responses were received from: 

▪ 5 March 2020: Marilyn Carroll-Johnson (Corroboree Aboriginal 

Corporation) – the project all seems OK – with the conservation its good 

on our end. They would like to see a proper secure fence go up straight 

away, with photos taken by the archaeologist and sent to the RAPs.  

▪ 6 Feb 2020: Jesse Johnson (Murugadi) - who endorsed the 

recommendations made in the ACHAR 
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▪ 25 Feb 2020: Ryan Johnson, who endorsed the recommendations made 

in the ACHAR 

▪ 18/3/2020: Ngambri LALC registered their interest, provided their support 

and added recommendations regarding artefact storage.  

o 6 March 2020 - closing date for RAP submissions on draft ACHAR (more than 28 

days later). Note this was extended to 18/3/2020 to allow Ngambri LALC to 

register an interest.  

o 18 March 2020 - incorporate submissions and finalise ACHAR 

o YTBD - submit AHIP application and ACHAR to BCD and provide copies of AHIP 

and ACHAR to RAPs and Onerwal and Ngambri LALCs.  

11  RECOMMENDATIONS  

It is recommended that development approval be granted as the consultation process has not 

returned any opposition to the Proposal. The concern raised by the RAPs regarding the loss of 

cultural material through the proposed development works has been addressed through 

mitigation measures, which include the establishment of a Conservation Area, archaeological 

salvage and community collection. 

It is recommended that: 

o the Wood Duck Conservation Area be immediately fenced with a strong secure 

fence and signposted (see Error! Reference source not found.). Photos of the 

fence are to be sent to the RAPs. 

o legal advice be sought to conserve the Aboriginal cultural heritage in the Wood 

Duck Conservation Area in perpetuity 

The RAPs have previously voiced concern that burials may be found in the sand deposits. The 

following recommendations regarding the discovery of human remains should be followed:  

If any human remains (other than any human remains described in Schedule B4) are discovered 

and/or harmed in, on or under the land, the AHIP holder must: 

a) not further harm these remains 

b) immediately cease all work at the particular location 

c) secure the area so as to avoid further harm to the remains 

d) notify the local police and OEH’s Environment Line on 131 555 as soon as 

practicable and provide any available details of the remains and their location, and 

e) not recommence any work at the particular location unless authorised in writing by 

OEH. 

f) If the remains are found to be human, contact the RAPs 
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Amy Way 

PO Box 164 

Newtown 

NSW 2402 

E: amyway1000@gmail.com 

T: 0407 970 440 

 

13 November 2018 

Notification of proposed project and request for contact details of Aboriginal owners: 

 

Grantham Park, Weereewaa (Lake George), NSW 

Grantham Park Holdings Pty Ltd are proposing to expand the existing sand extraction area of the 

Bungendore Sands Quarry. They have engaged me to undertake the Aboriginal cultural heritage 

assessment at Grantham Park. This land is on the south-eastern side of Weereewaa (Lake George). 

I am contacting you to request a list of Aboriginal owners of the proposed project area.   

If you would like more information, please email me at amyway1000@gmail.com. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Amy Way 
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Amy Way 

PO Box 164 

Newtown 

NSW 2402 

E: amyway1000@gmail.com 

T: 0407 970 440 

22 November 2018 

Notification of proposed project and invitation to register an interest 

Grantham Park, Weereewaa (Lake George), NSW 

Dear officer: 

Would you like to register an interest in a process of community consultation regarding a proposed sand quarry expansion at 

Grantham Park, Weereewaa (Lake George)? 

The proponent, Grantham Park Holdings Pty Ltd are proposing to expand the existing sand extraction area of the Bungendore 

Sands Quarry. This land lies between Weereewaa (Lake George) and Bungendore. They have engaged me to prepare the 

Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment. 

The community consultation process will be designed to allow registered Aboriginal parties to contribute information about the 

cultural significance of the area, and to contribute to the research methodology. It will also provide an opportunity for registered 

Aboriginal parties to have an input into the development of any cultural heritage management options.  

The purpose of the community consultation is to assist the proposed Applicant in the preparation of an application for an AHIP 

and to assist the Director General of Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) in his or her consideration and determination of 

the application or to support an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) in support of an application to the Department of 

Planning and Environment for state significant development consent.  

If you hold cultural knowledge for this area and are interested in participating in the community consultation process, please 

register your expression of interest by emailing me (amyway1000@gmail.com), phoning me (0407 970 440) or posting a reply 

to the address above, by 12 December 2018. Please also contact me or the proponent Harry Osborne (Grantham Park Holdings 

Pty Ltd) on 0428 488 448 if you would like any more information. 

If you do register an interest your details will be forwarded to the Office of Environment and Heritage (OEH) and the relevant 

Local Aboriginal Land Councils (LALC) unless you specify that you do not want your details released.  LALCs or Aboriginal 

organisations who wish to register an interest to be involved in consultation must register their interest as an Aboriginal 

organisation rather than as individuals. If this is the case, please nominate a contact person.  

I look forward to hearing from you. 

 

Amy Way 
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Grantham Park, consultation stages 2 and 3 

13 December 2018 

 

Dear [insert RAP name], 

The attached document presents information about the scope of the proposed project at Grantham Park 

and the proposed cultural heritage assessment process and seeks cultural information on the project 

area. 

Please notify me of any cultural information that you wish to have incorporated into the management 

options for this project. 

Please also provide comment on the proposed management options presented in the document, 

specifically the establishment of a proposed Conservation Area and two stage salvage excavation in the 

areas outside the proposed Conservation Area, which will be lost to the development works. 

Please also consider how the management options could be developed to allow Aboriginal people to 

continue their association with any identified Aboriginal heritage values. 

Your contribution is important. Please provide this to me by 28 January 2019. Please also let me know if 

you’d like to attend a site meeting on Tuesday 18 December to discuss the project or contribute cultural 

information or if you’d like to participate in the salvage excavation.  

Kind regards, 

 

Amy 
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Grantham Park presentation of information about the proposed project 

and gathering information about cultural significance 

 

Stages 2 and 3 of the Aboriginal cultural heritage consultation requirements for proponents 

2010 

 

Report presented to the Registered Aboriginal Parties 

 

 

13 December 2018 

 

 

Report prepared by: 

Amy Way 

PO Box 164 

Newtown 

NSW 2402 

E: amyway1000@gmail.com 

T: 0407 970 440 
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Document aim: 

To provide registered Aboriginal parties with information about the scope of the proposed project 

and the proposed cultural heritage assessment process. 

To facilitate a process whereby registered Aboriginal parties can: 

a) contribute to culturally appropriate information gathering and the research 

methodology 

b) provide information that will enable the cultural significance of Aboriginal objects 

and/or places on the proposed project area to be determined 

c) have input into the development of any cultural heritage management options. 

Project details: development proposal works 

Grantham Park Holdings Pty Ltd are proposing to expand the existing sand extraction area of 

the Bungendore Sands Quarry. This land is on the south-eastern side of Weereewaa (Lake 

George) and is shown in red in Figure 15. 

 

Figure 15 The proposed development area shown in red, with existing quarry operations 

visible in centre 

Tobiway Crushing Pty Limited trading as Bungendore Sands has been operating a sand 

extraction activity from Lot 31 DP 634213 and part of Lot 1 DP 1167699 since November 2001. 

Tobiway Crushing Pty Limited holds Licence No: 9 under section 55 of the Protection of the 
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Environment Operations Act 1997. Since commencement of activities, the operator has met all 

reporting requirements under the POEO Act and have not been cited for any noncompliance 

issues. The current sand extraction is carried out under development consent D52/74 issued by 

the then Yarrowlumla Shire Council on 1 November 1974.  

The proposed development consists of the expansion of the sand extraction into Lot 1 DP 

1167699. Tobiway Crushing Pty Ltd has advised that the existing extraction occurs to a depth 

of up to 18 metres, with an average depth of 10-12 metres. The proposed excavation will be for 

an average depth of 10 metres. It is anticipated that the proposed activity will be a scheduled 

activity pursuant to Schedule 1 (19) of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 

(POEO Act) as it is a land based extractive activity that will involve the extraction, processing or 

storage of more than 30,000 tonnes per year of extractive materials. 

Project details: archaeology 

As the proposed development works would involve the removal of the sand body within the 

proposed development area and destruction of all Aboriginal objects present, two forms of 

mitigation are proposed:  

1. Establishment of a Conservation Area encompassing the known Aboriginal site 

“Wood Duck” and the associated strandline (see Figure 16 for location of potential 

Conservation Area) 

2. archaeological salvage in the remaining area (shown in yellow in Figure 16), which 

will be subject to quarrying 

 

Figure 16 Potential Conservation Area shown in blue. The two salvage excavations will be 

located somewhere within the yellow outline. 
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The location of the prospective salvage excavations will be identified by Amy Way on 19 

December 2018. This will involve mapping and registering potential archaeological deposits. 

These maps will show the prospective salvage excavation sites and will be provided to the RAPs 

in a draft ACHAR in February 2019.  

The methods for the salvage excavation will then be designed by Amy Way in consultation with 

the RAPs. The excavation will be conducted by a new archaeological contractor and the RAPs 

in mid-late 2019. A draft methodology for your comment is provided below: 

Salvage methodology 

Salvage excavation will be conducted in two stages. RAPs will be present at both stages.  

1. The first stage will identify the location of the salvage excavation in each of the two 

PADs 

a) Salvage excavation positioning will proceed until an excavation site is located 

b) Exploratory pits to position the salvage excavation will measure 0.5m x 0.5m 

and will be excavated by hand in 5cm spits 

c) all material will be screened through a 3mm sieve 

d) Exploratory pits will be spaced at a distance of 5m within a hexagonally offset 

grid 

2. Expansion of salvage excavation at two sites 

e) a minimum area of 50m2 will be excavated at each site 

f) excavation will be by hand  

g) each excavation unit will measure 0.5m x 0.5m 

h) spits will be 5cm deep 

i) all material will be screened through a 3mm sieve 

 

Proposed cultural heritage assessment process 

The cultural heritage assessment process will be conducted in-line with the DECCW (2010) 

Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Consultation Requirements for Proponents 2010, and in accordance 

with subclause 80C of the National Parks and Wildlife Regulation 2009. 

Consultation will be completed in 3 stages: 

Stage 1: Notification of project proposal and registration of interest (COMPLETED November 

2018) 

• This will identify, notify and register Aboriginal people who hold cultural knowledge 

relevant to determining the cultural significance of Aboriginal objects and places in 

the area of the proposed project.  



HERITAGE ASSESSMENT REPORT DR AMY WAY  

Grantham Park Holdings Pty Limited 
Bungendore Sands Extension Project 

 

Final ACHAR 

Report No. 995/02 

 Page 53 

 

• Stage 1 will be achieved by placing an advertisement in The Bungendore Weekly 

and by writing to OEH and other statutory bodies as listed in the Consultation 

Requirements to form a register of interest Aboriginal parties 

Stage 2/3: Presentation of information about the proposed project and gathering information 

about cultural significance (THIS DOCUMENT, 14 December 2018) 

• This will provide the proposed methodology for the cultural heritage 

assessment to the registered Aboriginal parties to allow them to review it 

and provide feedback. This consultation stage will also provide an 

opportunity for the registered Aboriginal parties to contribute cultural 

information. 

• This document provides information about the proposed project and the 

draft archaeological methodology to the Registered Aboriginal Parties  

• This document invites RAPs to attend a meeting on-site to gather cultural 

information and discuss the project (Tuesday 18 December) 

Stage 4: Review of draft cultural heritage assessment report (February 2019) 

• This will allow the registered Aboriginal parties to provide input into the Aboriginal 

cultural heritage assessment report (ACHAR), including the archaeological 

methodology. 

• Stage 4 will be achieved by emailing the draft cultural heritage assessment report 

to the Registered Aboriginal Parties and requesting their input.  

• A consultation record will be produced which documents each stage of the 

consultation and the comments/input provided by the Registered Aboriginal 

Parties.  

Roles, functions and responsibilities of the proponent and registered Aboriginal 

parties  

Proponent 

• To provide an opportunity for RAPs to identify, raise and discuss their cultural 

concerns, perspectives and assessment requirements (this document serves that 

purpose) 

• To present to the RAPs information about the proposed development project (this 

document serves that purpose) 

• To present to the RAPs information about the proposed archaeological works (this 

document and the draft ACHAR will serve that purpose) 

The registered Aboriginal parties 

• Identify, raise and discuss their cultural concerns, perspectives and assessment 

requirements.  

• To contribute information about the cultural significance of the area 
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• To comment on the draft archaeological methods including the development of a 

Conservation Area (presented in this document and the ACHAR, which will be 

provided in February 2019). 

• To notify if they are interested in participating in the salvage excavation 

• To notify of any protocols that they wish to be adopted into the information 

gathering process and assessment methodology and any matters such as 

issues/areas of cultural significance that might affect, inform or refine the 

assessment methodology 

• To notify of any Aboriginal objects of cultural value to Aboriginal people in the area 

of the proposed project, or whether there are any places of cultural value to 

Aboriginal people in the area of the proposed project (whether they are Aboriginal 

places declared under s.84 of the NPW Act or not). This will include places of 

social, spiritual and cultural  

• value, historic places with cultural significance, and potential places/areas of 

historic, social, spiritual and/or cultural significance. 

Gathering information about cultural significance (response due by 28 

January 2019) 

The aim of this document is to facilitate a process whereby registered Aboriginal parties can: 

a) contribute to culturally appropriate information gathering and the research 

methodology 

b) provide information that will enable the cultural significance of Aboriginal objects 

and/or places on the proposed project area to be determined 

c) have input into the development of any cultural heritage management options. 

Please notify me of any cultural information that you wish to have incorporated into the 

management options for this project.  

Please also provide comment on the proposed management options presented above, 

specifically the establishment of a proposed Conservation Area and two stage salvage 

excavation in the areas outside the proposed Conservation Area, which will be lost to the 

development works.  

Please also consider how the management options could be developed to allow Aboriginal 

people to continue their association with any identified Aboriginal heritage values. 

Your contribution is important. Please provide this to me by 28 January 2019. Please also let me 

know if you’d like to attend a site meeting on Tuesday 18 December to discuss the project or 

contribute cultural information or if you’d like to participate in the salvage excavation.  
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15 July 2019 

 

Project update, July 2019 

Grantham Park, Weereewaa (Lake George), NSW 

Dear Registered Aboriginal Party, 

This letter provides you with an update on the Grantham Park, Weereewaa (Lake George) project. No action 

is required. 

Project background 

The proponent, Grantham Park Holdings Pty Ltd are proposing to expand the existing sand extraction area 

of the Bungendore Sands Quarry. This land lies between Weereewaa (Lake George) and Bungendore. They 

have engaged me to prepare the Aboriginal cultural heritage assessment. 

Community Consultation 

• Stage 1: Notification of project proposal and request for contact details, completed November 2018 

• Stages 2 and 3: Presentation of information about the proposed project and Gathering information 

about cultural significance, completed January 2019 

• Stage 4: Review of draft cultural heritage assessment report, yet to be completed 

Results to date from community consultation 

• Several parties have registered an interest in undertaking the fieldwork 

• Concern has been raised about the loss of Aboriginal sites to development projects 

To address this concern, the ACHAR will recommend the establishment of a conservation area around the 

existing site, Wood Duck, which lies within the development footprint. I have discussed this with the 

proponent and OEH. They are both supportive of the conservation area and so I am hopeful that this will be 

established. 

Next step 

The Aboriginal consultation and AHIP application are part of a larger EIS application, which takes a long 

time to prepare. As soon as the EIS is ready to proceed to the next step, I will email you the draft ACHAR 

for comment. 

Please don’t hesitate to email me on amyway1000@gmail.com  if you have any questions or comments, 

Yours sincerely, 

Amy  

mailto:amyway1000@gmail.com
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Stages 2 and 3: RAP responses 

• No RAPs attended the on-site meeting on 18 December 2018 

• The following responses were received: 

 

1. Marilyn Carroll-Johnson (Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation) (22/11/18) 
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2. Marilyn Carroll-Johnson (Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation) (13/12/18) 
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3. Marilyn Carroll-Johnson (Corroboree Aboriginal Corporation) (13/12/18) 

 

 

4. Glen Freeman (Koomurri Ngunnawal Aboriginal Corporation) (20/12/18) 
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5. Glen Freeman (Koomurri Ngunnawal Aboriginal Corporation) (10/9/19) 

 

 

 

6. Ryan Johnson (Murra Bidgee Mullangari) (23/12/18) 

 

7. Ryan Johnson (23/7/19) 
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Stage 4: RAP responses  

 

 

5 March 2020: Conversation by phone between Marilyn and Amy. Marilyn said that the project 

all seems OK – with the conservation its good on our end. They would like to see a proper secure 

fence go up straight away, with photos taken by Amy and sent to the RAPs.  

Response: This was added to the recommendations  
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18/3/2020: conversation by phone between Trisha Williams, CEO Ngambri LALC and Amy Way. 

Trisha registered Ngambri’s interest in the project and said that Ngambri LALC is supportive of 

the project. Ngambri recommends that the artefact management be changed to requirement 26 

of the Code of Practice to allow community input into the management of the artefacts.  

Response: the ACHAR was changed on 18/3/20 to incorporate this recommendation – see 

artefact storage.  
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Copied from Victoria Design & Management Pty Ltd, 2009, and updated by Harry Osborne 

 

Item No: LG2 

Name of Item: Currandooley 

Previous/Other Names: 

Owner/s: Harry Osborne and Currandooley Pty Ltd 

Address: Currandooley Road, Bungendore 

Type of Item/s: Homestead, barn, stables, outbuildings, cottage, shearing shed, plantings, 

cemetery 

Area/Group/Complex: Currandooley Farm Complex 

Curtilage/Boundary: Property boundaries 

Assessed Significance: State – recommended LEP 

Statement of Significance: Currandooley has belonged to the same family for more than 140 

years. It represents a time of prosperity and development in NSW’s rural areas and the 

aspirations at the time of successful landholders. Designed by renowned Sydney architect 

Ferdinand Reuss, the French style architecture and the extent of stonework for all major 

outbuildings are unusual and rare features for rural Australia. The impressive two storey 

homestead is set amongst old plantings of elms and pines and the whole complex presents a 

particularly attractive image on arrival in the forecourt. Despite the previous fire there is a high 

degree of intactness and integrity especially architecturally. Overall a high degree of original 

intactness and integrity. Historic (a), associational (b), aesthetic (c), research (e) and rare (f) 

heritage significance . 

 

Historical Notes: The property was originally taken up by William Lithgow in 1825 and after his 

death in 1864 it was sold to Pat Hill Osborne who lived with his family in a house on Deep Creek. 

The rubble stone walls of the original house are still standing. After several storms and floods 

Osborne sent his wife and children to England while he arranged construction of a 25 room 

homestead in the style of a French chateau. The house and the stables and bachelor quarters 

were completed in 1873 and all were built of granitic gneiss from the property and had shingled 
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roofs. The stone cottage was completed about 1920 as was the butchers shop and dairy. All 

stonework was carried out by William Follet and his son. All roofs were replaced with Marseilles 

tiles after a fire in the stables in 1890. The property has remained in the ownership of the 

Osborne family being handed down through successive generations. About 1994 a fire gutted 

the homestead burning out the second storey which had to be partially rebuilt although the 

stone walls remained standing. There is a small private cemetery on the property, the earliest 

burial 1902, consecrated about 1910 by Bishop Barlow, and the last burial 2012. The woolshed 

was built in 1878 and a Wolseley shearing machine installed in 1888, the same year Wolseley 

installed machines at Toganmain and the first year shearing was done mechanically. 

Designer/Maker/Builder: Ferdinand Reuss, Prussian architect. OW (?) Chisholm designed 

sunroom 1930s. Prof. Leslie Wilkinson remodelled front veranda 1950s and swimming pool 

1920s. William Follet, stonemason. Laid Corby remodelled the shearing shed in 1950s. 

Year Started: 1872 Year Completed: 1873. Additions 1890, 1920, 1930  

Physical Description: Substantial two storey homestead, large barn, stables, cottage and other 

outbuildings all  constructed of granitic gneiss with Marseilles tile roofs. There are 11 

headstones in the cemetery, mostly members of the Osborne family. Corrugated iron shearing 

shed and concrete dam built in 1930s. 

Physical Condition 20013: Very Good 

Item No: LG5 

Name of Item: Werriwa 

Previous/Other Names: 

Owner/s: Steve & Debbie Conroy 

Address: 660 Tarago Road, Bungendore 

Type of Item/s: Homestead, garden, cottages, & outbuildings 

Area/Group/Complex: 

Curtilage/Boundary: Lot boundaries 

Assessed Significance: Local – recommended LEP 
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Statement of Significance: An interesting example of the evolution of a homestead from the 

1880s to the late 20th century. Association with some of the main 19th century pastoral families 

of the district. The buildings demonstrate architectural trends over a century as well as 

stonemasonry skills and joinery craftsmanship. Historic (a), associational (b), aesthetic (c) and 

research (e) heritage significance. 

Historical Notes: In 1880 when Nathaniel Osborne married Catherine Gordon, from Manar near 

Braidwood, Pat Hill Osborne of Currandooley offered to sell the couple a piece of his land and it 

was there they built the Werriwa homestead in about 1882. It was a four room house with wide 

main hall and a kitchen at the back, constructed of stone from the property. In 1906 their son, 

Deuchar Gordon, contracted architect MB Halligan, Sydney, to add two main rooms and a front 

hallway. This was followed by further additions in 1918, consisting of storerooms, dairy, staff 

quarters, and 1927  further rooms and a large timber veranda. The house was all constructed of 

stone which came from a rocky outcrop in the paddock a few kilometres from the house. During 

the 1990s parts of the large 1927 veranda were enclosed and a sunroom built off the kitchen. 

Designer/Maker/Builder: MB Halligan, architect 

Year Started: 1882, 1906, 1918, 1927 Year Completed: 1990s Circa: 

Physical Description: Substantial single storey homestead built of limestone with brick detailing, 

in some cases rendered. Enclosed verandas, CGI roof, attached staff quarters. House set in 

attractive gardens with mature trees and stone walls. Interior features quality cedar joinery, 

wide hallway and spacious rooms. Stone stables and farm cottage. Weatherboard staff cottage. 

Physical Condition 2009: Good 
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